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(57) ABSTRACT

A first processor-based device (PBD), such as a personal
computer functioning as a host and containing digital media
files, may share a selected file with a second PBD. Media
file-sharing may be facilitated by an automated technique
including graphical user interfaces (GUIs). In one embodi-
ment, when a device user wishes to transfer a file to another
device, the user hovers the file over a particular desktop icon
and drops it, causing it to be automatically transmitted to a
corresponding destination. Optionally, in response to hover-
ing, a software program automatically generates a GUI indi-
cating potential destinations. The user then selects a destina-
tion, and the system automatically transfers the file to that
destination. In another embodiment, media sharing can be
initiated from a digital appliance, such as a digital picture
frame, and a file can be sent to another PBD, such as another
digital picture frame via an intermediary PBD.
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USER INTERFACE TO FACILITATE
EXCHANGING FILES AMONG
PROCESSOR-BASED DEVICES

The present application is a divisional of U.S. patent appli-
cation Ser. No. 12/902,104, filed Oct. 11, 2010, now issued as
U.S. Pat. No. 8,150,911, which is a divisional of U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 12/061,991, filed Apr. 3, 2008, now
issued as U.S. Pat. No. 7,814,148, which is a continuation of
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 10/228,822, filed on Aug. 27,
2002, now issued as U.S. Pat. No. 7,376,696, all of which are
incorporated herein by reference in their entirety.

RELATED APPLICATIONS

The present application is related to the following applica-
tions that were assigned to the same assignee as the parent
application and were filed on even date therewith:

(1) Ser. No. 10/228,829, entitled “Apparatus and Methods to
Exchange Menu Information Among Processor-Based
Devices”, now abandoned.

(2) Ser. No. 10/229,373, entitled “Network of Disparate Pro-
cessor-Based Devices to Exchange and Display Media
Files”, now issued as U.S. Pat. No. 7,426,432; and

(3) Ser. No. 10/228,827, entitled “Apparatus and Methods to
Select and Access Displayed Objects”, now abandoned.

TECHNICAL FIELD

Embodiments of the present invention relate generally to
the transfer and routing of digital media and, more particu-
larly, to a user interface to facilitate exchanging media files
among processor-based devices, and to methods related
thereto.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Computing devices, such as personal computers (PCs), are
widespread within the fabric of current communications net-
works at every level, from in-home networks to global net-
works like the Internet and the World-Wide Web (“WWW?).
Digital media files of many types, including pictures, video,
audio, greeting cards, animations, games, artwork, music
compositions, x-rays, scanned documents, software pro-
grams, and the like are frequently transmitted between com-
puting devices.

In a variety of known examples, one processor-based
device functioning as a host may communicate wirelessly or
via a cable with a less fully featured processor-based device
that may be referred to herein as a “processor-based appli-
ance”, a “digital appliance”, an “electronic appliance”, or
simply an “appliance”. An example is a chat pad wirelessly
communicating with a PC. Another example is a processor-
based telephone communicating telephone call information
with a processor-based device that acts as a host. Other
examples include a personal digital assistant (PDA) or a digi-
tal music player that may wirelessly communicate with a PC.

However, to handle, file, and transfer digital media files, a
substantial amount of user involvement may be required.
Often, a computer user will find operations involving a digital
media file so frustrating that he or she will quit trying to use a
particular digital media file or even forego using all digital
media files. This is particularly true for operations involving
transferring or forwarding a digital media file to another
processor-based device, such as emailing a digital photo to a
friend, transmitting a digital photo to a digital picture frame
(DPF) (discussed in greater detail in the “Detailed Descrip-
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tion”), downloading an audio file to a personal entertainment
device like an MP3 (Moving Picture Experts Group, audio
layer 3) audio player, and the like.

For example, a computer user may receive a video postcard
attached to an e-mail and want to display it on his digital
picture frame in another room, or he may want to download an
MP3 file to his MP3 audio player. He typically must open
additional applications and follow an involved and often non-
intuitive series of steps to move the digital media file to the
proper file folder, where the appropriate media manager soft-
ware can find it and include it in subsequent downloads. It is
time-consuming, inconvenient, and frustrating to operate in
the current manner. Less PC-literate consumers often expe-
rience difficulty in finding files they download from email and
are not able to find and forward such files to people operating
other processor-based devices.

For example, to share a digital media file with a buddy via
electronic mail, the user must open an electronic mail appli-
cation, create a new electronic mail message, address the
electronic mail message, remember the location of the file to
attach and its potentially obscure file system name, attach the
desired media file, think of something to say to the recipient,
and send the message. Thus, simply handling and transferring
files exceeds the level of sophistication of many likely system
users.

In general, many media transfer operations on processor-
based devices are time-consuming and inconvenient. These
operations may be sufficiently tedious that they may signifi-
cantly decrease the user’s enjoyment and utilization of the
processor-based device.

There is a wide variation in resources among processor-
based devices, ranging from full-featured computing systems
to very basic processor-based devices.

Examples of processor-based devices having relatively
limited features include a variety of digital appliances. Such
appliances typically have reduced processing and storage
resources compared with typical PCs. A few examples of such
processor-based devices include a digital picture frame, a
digital music player, a PDA, Internet-capable cellular tele-
phones, and the like.

A digital picture frame (also referred to herein as a “DPF”)
is a processor-based device that includes a display for dis-
playing digital pictures. A DPF may be used like a conven-
tional picture frame to display pictures, such as pictures of
family and friends and the like. However, with a DPF, the
pictures may be changed and displayed digitally.

A number of DPFs are known in the art, including DPFs
that are commercially available from Sony Corporation of
America, New York City, N.Y.; Digi-Frame Inc., Port Chester,
N.Y.; Ceiva Logic, Inc., Burbank, Calif.; and Eastman Kodak
Company, Rochester, N.Y. DPFs may also be referred to in
the art as electronic picture frames, Internet frames, or smart
frames.

In known DPFs, two basic types of image file handling are
used. In one type, pictures can be input from a digital camera
or PC, and the pictures are conveyed into and out of the DPF
on a removable memory element or device, such as a memory
card, MemoryStick™ device, SmartMedia™ device, or the
like.

In the second type, the DPF can periodically download
pictures over a modem from the Internet into a local memory
for display. In addition, some DPFs are also capable of
uploading pictures via the Internet to a dedicated server.
When an Internet appliance connection service is provided
today, the user must pay a monthly subscription fee.

In the field of DPFs, there is significant competitive pres-
sure among manufacturers to increase the performance of
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their equipment. As market forces drive DPF manufacturers
to produce DPFs with increased performance, DPF architec-
tures and feature sets accordingly need to support the
increased performance expectations.

Thus, there is a need for better ways to transfer media
information between processor-based devices including, but
not limited to, appliances such as a DPF.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of equipment, including a
processor-based appliance such as a digital picture frame, and
a host computer, to implement one or more embodiments of
the present invention;

FIG. 2 is ablock diagram ofa processor-based appliance in
accordance with an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a wireless remote control
shown in FIG. 1, in accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 4 is ablock diagram of a host computer that is coupled
to alocal network and/or a wide-area network, and that imple-
ments one or more embodiments of the present invention;

FIG. 5 is ablock diagram of a network comprising a server,
a plurality of hosts, and a plurality of processor-based
devices, DPFs, or other appliances, in accordance with one
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 6 is a depiction of a computer desktop showing a
plurality of photo thumbnails and a pointer or cursor hovering
over a desktop drop spot, in accordance with an embodiment
of the present invention;

FIG. 7 is a depiction of a routing target menu of the com-
puter desktop illustrated in FIG. 6 after a photo image has
been dragged and dropped onto a desktop drop spot, in accor-
dance with an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 8 is a flow diagram illustrating an exemplary method
to route a media file via a desktop shortcut, in accordance with
an embodiment of the present invention;

FIGS. 9A and 9B together constitute a flow diagram illus-
trating an exemplary method for a computer user to route a file
via a desktop shortcut, in accordance with an embodiment of
the present invention;

FIG. 10 is a flow diagram illustrating an exemplary method
to route one or more media files from an appliance to a
destination processor-based device in a network via an inter-
mediary processor-based device, in accordance with an
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 11 is a flow diagram illustrating an exemplary method
for a host to update or synchronize with an appliance, in
accordance with an embodiment of the present invention; and

FIG. 12 is a block diagram of a network comprising a host
and one or more processor-based devices or appliances, in
accordance with one embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Inthe following detailed description of embodiments of the
invention, reference is made to the accompanying drawings
that form a part hereof, and in which is shown by way of
illustration, but not of limitation, specific embodiments of the
invention. These embodiments are described in sufficient
detail to enable those skilled in the art to understand and
implement them, and it is to be understood that other embodi-
ments may be utilized and that mechanical, chemical, struc-
tural, electrical, and procedural changes may be made with-
out departing from the spirit and scope of the present
disclosure. The following detailed description is, therefore,

10

15

20

25

35

40

45

55

4

not to be taken in a limiting sense, and the scope of embodi-
ments of the present invention is defined only by the appended
claims.

In embodiments of the present invention, processor-based
devices such as DPFs may input and output media content
files through a connection to a host such as a PC. A host may
facilitate exchange of digital media content files across the
host’s Internet connection on behalf of the appliance, so that
the appliance user need not pay for an additional fee for a
separate appliance Internet service.

Further, an appliance user’s experience in sharing digital
media content files is improved, by automating the repetitive
and sometimes confusing tasks associated with file prepara-
tion, uploading, downloading, and finding new files for view-
ing.

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of equipment, including a
processor-based device such as a digital picture frame 10, and
a host computer 20, to implement one or more embodiments
of the present invention. Processor-based appliance 10 and
host computer 20 and are both examples of processor-based
devices.

The computing equipment shown in FIG. 1 is merely one
example in which embodiments of the present invention can
be used. In one example, a digital media file can be routed
from a host computer 20 to a DPF 10 or other processor-based
device. Elsewhere in the “Detailed Description” is described
how a digital media file can be routed from a host computer to
another host computer.

Host computer (also referred to herein simply as “host™) 20
may be or include a personal computer 24. Host 20 may
include a screen or display 22 in accordance with one embodi-
ment. Host 20 may include one or more removable media
slots, such as floppy disk slot 25 and memory card slot 26.
Host 20 may also include a keyboard 27, a pointing device
such as mouse 28, and/or any other element that permits an
appliance user to input information into and receive informa-
tion from host 20. Host 20 may include one or more loud-
speakers 29.

Processor-based appliance 10 comprises a housing 11 and
an optional screen or display 12. Display 12 displays any type
of visually perceivable images, including text, graphics, and
still or moving pictures. Processor-based appliance 10, in one
embodiment, can optionally be coupled via a wire or cable 7
to an auxiliary display 5 having a screen or display 6, and
having other user interface elements, such as controls, loud-
speakers, and so forth. Auxiliary display 5 could be a televi-
sion, computer monitor, or any other equipment that is suit-
able to render visual and/or audio media. In one embodiment,
auxiliary display 5 is used with a low-cost processor-based
appliance 10 that has no display 12. In another embodiment,
auxiliary display 5 can provide features not provided on the
processor-based appliance 10. For example, auxiliary display
5 can be a large-screen TV or high-definition TV.

Processor-based appliance 10 comprises suitable human
interface elements with which an appliance user can input
information into processor-based appliance 10 and receive
information from processor-based appliance 10.

“Suitable”, as used herein, means having characteristics
that are sufficient to produce the desired result(s). Suitability
for the intended purpose can be determined by one of ordinary
skill in the art using only routine experimentation.

Thus, processor-based appliance 10 can comprise one or
more controls 8. Alternatively, on-screen touch-sensitive but-
tons (not shown) could be used. In one embodiment, appli-
ance 10 is controlled by a wireless remote control 15 having
one or more control buttons 16. Appliance 10 can include one
or more loudspeakers 9.
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Processor-based appliance 10, in one embodiment, is
optionally supported in an upright configuration by a stand
13. Processor-based appliance 10 may be coupled to a suit-
able wall power outlet by a power cord 14; alternatively,
processor-based appliance 10 could be operated using bat-
tery-supplied power.

Processor-based appliance 10, in the embodiment shown in
FIG. 1, communicates wirelessly and bi-directionally with
host 20; however, in other embodiments, processor-based
appliance 10 could be coupled via wire or cable to host 20.

In one embodiment, host 20 communicates with processor-
based appliance 10 using radio frequency signals, for
example, in accordance with the BLUETOOTH™ specifica-
tion. (Specification of the BLUETOOTH™ System, Version
1.1, Feb. 22, 2001), the 802.11 specification (IEEE Standard
802.11 available from the Institute of Electrical and Electron-
ics Engineers, New York, N.Y.), a Wireless Fidelity (“Wi-Fi”)
protocol, or the like. Similarly, the remote control 15 may use
any available wireless protocol to communicate with proces-
sor-based appliance 10. The communication may be made via
a suitable infrared protocol. Typically, processor-based appli-
ance 10 communicates with host 20 via a high bandwidth
communications link, whereas processor-based appliance 10
communicates with remote control 15 using a low bandwidth
link.

By using wireless communications between host 20 and
processor-based appliance 10, a user of processor-based
appliance 10 can conveniently roam within a reasonable dis-
tance of host 20, e.g. within the user’s home.

In one embodiment, host 20 and processor-based appliance
10 are each assigned a unique 48-bit identifier (ID) to
uniquely identify them. Host 20 and processor-based appli-
ance 10 can communicate with each other by transmitting
packets, using a suitable protocol. Alternatively, they could
communicate in any other suitable manner.

Other types of computing devices could be substituted for
host 20. Such devices may take the form of a laptop or hand-
held computer, for example. The substantive difference
between host 20 and processor-based appliance 10 is prima-
rily one of relative computational resources, as will be
explained in greater detail regarding FIG. 17 below. In gen-
eral, host 20 tends to have greater memory and/or processing
resources than processor-based appliance 10.

Other types of processor-based devices or appliances 10
could be substituted for the DPF illustrated in FIG. 1. Without
limitation, such alternative processor-based appliances 10
could include any device that can play back visual and/or
audio information. For example, such a device may take the
form of an Internet appliance, a hand-held computer, a laptop
computer, a wireless communications device (e.g., cellular
phone, 2-way pager, etc.), a personal entertainment device
(e.g. a radio), audio-visual equipment, a personal digital
assistant, an electronic book, and the like.

In accordance with one embodiment of the present inven-
tion, the host 20 may store a large number of digital pictures.
These pictures may be transmitted under certain conditions to
the processor-based appliance 10 for display on the display
12. In some embodiments, the display 12 displays, for vari-
able periods of time, various pictures creating a digital slide-
show on the DPF. In some cases, the pictures that are dis-
played on the display 12 are automatically varied with time of
day and day of year or other change criteria. Thus, the picture
display 12 of the processor-based appliance 10 may be peri-
odically varied and updated to display a variety of images.

In accordance with one embodiment of the present inven-
tion, a gallery of digital pictures is provided at periodic inter-
vals to the processor-based appliance 10. In one embodiment,
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a predetermined number (e.g., 40) of digital pictures may be
provided each day over a wireless link to the processor-based
appliance 10. The processor-based appliance 10 may then
store those pictures in its memory (e.g. memory 31, FIG. 2)
and may make those pictures available for display on the
display 12, or the processor-based appliance 10 may auto-
matically successively display those pictures in a slide show.
In the next periodic interval, the pictures that are stored on the
processor-based appliance memory may be overwritten or, if
the memory capacity is sufficient, new pictures may be stored
in addition to the previous interval’s pictures.

However, rather than store the entire library of available
pictures on the processor-based appliance 10, it may be
advantageous in some embodiments to maintain the bulk of
the available picture gallery on the host 20. This enables the
processor-based appliance 10 to carry less storage capacity,
decreasing costs in some embodiments. In addition, the need
to wirelessly communicate a large amount of data between
the host 20 and the processor-based appliance 10 may be
reduced.

FIG. 21is ablock diagram of a processor-based appliance 10
in accordance with an embodiment of the present invention.
The block diagram of FIG. 2 represents just one exemplary
embodiment of a processor-based appliance 10. In this
example, processor-based appliance 10 comprises a DPF.
Processor-based appliance 10 comprises a suitable processor
30.

As used herein, “processor” means any type of computa-
tional circuit such as, but not limited to, a microprocessor, a
microcontroller, a complex instruction set computing (CISC)
microprocessor, a reduced instruction set computing (RISC)
microprocessor, a very long instruction word (VLIW) micro-
processor, a graphics processor, a digital signal processor
(DSP), or any other type of processor or processing circuit.
Theterm also includes embedded controllers, such as Generic
or Programmable Logic Devices or Arrays, Application Spe-
cific Integrated Circuits, single-chip computers, and the like.

A visual display renderer 17, which can include all suitable
circuitry for converting digital information into human-per-
ceivable visual form, is coupled to processor 30. An optional
sound reproduction element or audio renderer 18, which can
include all suitable circuitry for converting digital informa-
tion into human-perceivable audio form, is also coupled to
processor 30. A suitable user input element 8, such as one or
more control knobs, on-screen touch-sensitive buttons, or the
like is also coupled to processor 30.

A first interface (I/F) 34, having an antenna 39, is coupled
to processor 30. I/F 34 is used to interface processor-based
appliance 10 wirelessly with a suitable wireless interface (not
shown) of host 20.

A second interface (I/F) 35 is coupled to processor 30. I/'F
35 is used to interface processor-based appliance 10 wire-
lessly to remote control 15 (refer to FIG. 1 or 3).

Still referring to FIG. 2, a memory 31 is coupled to proces-
sor 30. Memory 31 can be any suitable memory device(s) like
read only memory (ROM); random access memory (RAM);
hard drive; removable media drive for handling compact
disks (CDs), digital video disks (DVDs), diskettes, magnetic
tape cartridges, memory cards, MemoryStick™ devices,
SmartMedia™ devices, and other types of data storage; or the
like.

Memory 31 can comprise digital content 32 and software
33. Content 32 can include images (both still and moving),
text, audio, and any other types of digital content.

Software 33 can include one or more suitable software
programs. For example, software 33 can include suitable
operating system (O/S) software, one or more software appli-
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cations, and any other types of software as required to per-
form the operational requirements of processor-based appli-
ance 10.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a wireless remote control 15
shown in FIG. 1, in accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention. The remote control 15 may comprise a
processor 36 to control its operation.

Remote control 15 further comprises an interface (I/F) 37
that is coupled to processor 36. I/F 37 communicates with I/'F
35 of processor-based appliance 10 (refer to FIG. 2).

Still referring to FIG. 3, remote control 15 further com-
prises a suitable user input 16, e.g. in the form of one or more
control buttons (refer to FIG. 1).

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of a host computer 40 that is
coupled to a local network 64 and/or a wide-area network 65,
and that implements one or more embodiments of the present
invention. Host 40 can be similar to or identical to host 20
illustrated in FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 and the following discussion provide a brief, general
description of a suitable computing environment in which
certain embodiments of the present invention may be imple-
mented.

Thus, an exemplary host 40 comprises a computing device,
a computing machine, a data processing system, or the like.
Host 40 is merely one example of a computing system with
which embodiments of the present invention can be used.

Host 40 comprises a system bus 42 to couple the various
components of the system. System bus 42 provides commu-
nications links among the various components of host 40 and
can be implemented as a single bus, as a combination of
busses, or in any other suitable manner.

Coupled to bus 42 are typically one or more processors 44,
a screen or display 46, and one or more data entry or selection
elements 48 such as a keyboard, mouse, trackball, joy stick,
touch-sensitive screen, or the like.

Also coupled to bus 42 is a memory 50, which can include
any suitable memory device(s) like read only memory
(ROM); random access memory (RAM); hard drive; remov-
able media drive for handling compact disks (CDs), digital
video disks (DVDs), diskettes, magnetic tape cartridges,
memory cards, MemoryStick™ devices, SmartMedia™
devices, and other types of data storage; or the like.

Additional elements may also be coupled to bus 42 such as
a modem 52, a network interface unit 54, one or more loud-
speakers 56, and other suitable devices 58.

Host 40 can also include a plurality of types of software
programs. For example, host 40 can comprise software 60
that includes a basic input/output system (BIOS), operating
system (O/S) software, one or more software applications,
and any other types of software as required to perform the
operational requirements of host 40.

Host 40 can also include a plurality of types of digital
content 62. For example, host 40 can comprise digital content
62 that includes images (both still and moving), text, audio,
computer software, and any other types of digital content.

Host 40 can operate in a networked environment using
physical and/or logical connections to local network 64 and/
or wide area network (WAN) 65. The connections to these
networks can be wired and/or wireless.

Local network 64 can comprise any number or type of
computing devices, such as a DPF 66, digital appliance 67, or
any other processor-based device 68 such as those mentioned
elsewhere herein.

WAN 65 can be any type of network that is greater in scope
than local network 64. In one embodiment, WAN 65 com-
prises a global communications network, such as the Internet.
In another embodiment, WAN 65 could comprise an intranet.
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Embodiments of the invention may be implemented in
conjunction with program modules, including functions, pro-
cedures, data structures, application programs, etc. for per-
forming tasks, or defining abstract data types or low-level
hardware contexts. Program modules may be stored in
memory 50 and associated storage media, e.g., hard drives,
floppy disks, optical storage, magnetic cassettes, tapes, flash
memory cards, MemoryStick™ devices, SmartMedia™
devices, digital video disks, chemical storage, and/or biologi-
cal storage. Program modules may be delivered over trans-
mission environments, including networks 64 and 65, in the
form of packets, serial data, parallel data, propagated signals,
or any other suitable form. Program modules may be used in
a compressed or encrypted format, and they may be used in a
distributed environment and stored in local and/or remote
memory, for access by single and multi-processor machines,
or any other type of host 40.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of a network 100 comprising a
server 134, a plurality of hosts 20A-20B, and a plurality of
processor-based devices, DPFs or other appliances 10A-10D,
in accordance with one embodiment of the present invention.
Network 100 can be the Internet or another network of any
type.

Coupled to network 100 are a first host 20A and a second
host 20B, each of which can be like host 40 illustrated in FIG.
4. Host 20 A has several appliances 10A-10B coupled to it via
wireless communications links 130A-130B, respectively.
Host 20B has appliances 10C-10D coupled to it via a wireless
link 130C and a wired link 130D, respectively. While wireless
links are shown for some appliances, and wired links are
shown for others, the type of communications link is not at all
critical, and any suitable type of link may be utilized. Appli-
ances may be continually connected to their host or sporadi-
cally connected. Methods for managing sporadically con-
nected appliances are described in Related Application (2).

Also coupled to network 100 is a server 134 that includes a
storage element 136, which has an internal media file data-
base 138 serving as a repository of digital media files. Hosts
20A-20B and appliances 10A-10D can likewise store digital
media files. In one embodiment, server 134 enables image
sharing among users of hosts 20A-20B and of appliances
10A-10D. The server 134 manages routing among the various
elements of network 100, including hosts 20 A-20B and appli-
ances 10A-10D.

The term “buddy”, as used herein, refers to a person on a
list of correspondents that may be maintained on the user’s
processor-based device or host, forexample. A “buddy list” is
known in the art as a colloquial term for a computer-based
address book that manages names and network (e.g. Internet)
addresses. Network addresses can include e-mail accounts,
Instant Messaging accounts, and so forth.

It is useful to have buddy lists on appliances as well, to
facilitate the exchange of digital media content files. In some
cases, an appliance buddy list may simply be a user-selected
subset of a more complete buddy list on a host. In other
instances, a buddy list may be automatically populated with
buddies with whom messages have been exchanged in the
past.

A buddy list for digital content media sharing may also
include Internet account addresses for other users’ digital
appliances as well as their existing Internet accounts.

For example, in an embodiment where the appliances 10 A-
10D are digital picture frames, a user may download an image
from a digital camera onto a host, such as host 20A. The user
may wish to send the image to family members’ appliances
10C-10D. To do so, the user may locate the images, typically
visually, displayed within a file browser such as WINDOWS
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EXPLORER™ or an imaging application. The user may
select the images to send and may then initiate a background
routing application to assist with of all of the intermediate
steps. This will be explained later in greater detail regarding
FIG. 6.

Also, as will be explained in greater detail regarding FIG.
7 below, once a sharing application has launched, the user
may also select, for example from a pop-up buddy list, those
buddies who are desired recipients of the selected images.
The user may then operate a send button or other control
element to indicate confirmation to launch the process. Appli-
cation software described hereinafter automates the rest of
the image transfer and delivery, causing the images to appear
on the appliances 10A-10D (FIG. 5) of the designated recipi-
ents following their respective hosts’ next Internet access.

Still referring to FIG. 5, an appliance user can alternatively
share images currently being displayed on any appliance
10A-10D. From appliance 10A, for example, while viewing
an image on appliance 10A, the user may decide to share the
image with a recipient or buddy using appliance 10C, for
example. Via the user interface of appliance 10 A, the user can
select the sharing operation. The user may then select the
recipient from a list, and he may be asked to indicate confir-
mation (not shown) to complete the request. The appliance
processor relays the request containing an identifier for the
selected image, as well as an identifier for the recipient, to
host 20A. Host 20A can connect with the Internet 100 using
an established Internet service provider link. The image is
earmarked for the designated recipient and is uploaded to
server 134.

Application software on the recipient’s host 20B causes
host 20B to regularly check in with the server 134. The newly
sent image is authenticated and downloaded to a directory on
the host 20B for subsequent scheduled delivery to the recipi-
ent’s appliance 10C.

To the recipient at appliance 10C, images from authorized
friends and family simply appear on the appliance 10C with-
out any effort in some embodiments. Thus, the amount of
effort for users to share digital images may be reduced,
enabling users to freely share images in an automated fashion
using their existing Internet service provider. No phone lines
need be dedicated to the appliances 10A-10D, and the appli-
ances 10A-10D need not be constantly connected to a tele-
phone line in some embodiments.

An application software program 60 residing on the host
(FIG. 4) automates the host side of the sharing process, and it
may include a number of sub-processes in some embodi-
ments. A complementary software program residing on the
server (134, FIG. 5) automates the server side of the sharing
process, and it may also include a number of sub-processes in
some embodiments.

These sub-processes may include a user registration sub-
process. The user registration sub-process involves setting up
an account on the server 134 (referring once again to FIG. 5)
and establishing the user as a sharing system participant. This
also causes the server 134 to reserve resources such as short-
term image storage space for the user.

Another sub-process is target location. Target location
involves determining whether the recipient is registered with
the server or should be contacted through a conventional
Internet account. Buddies who are registered with the server
are further evaluated to determine whether they have regis-
tered an appliance 10A-10D. If the target recipients are
located within the registered group, digital content shared
with them will be automatically uploaded and downloaded. If
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the target recipients are not registered, the content shared with
them will only be automatically uploaded to ease the sharing
burden for the sender.

Matching lists of all of a user’s buddies may be stored on a
host 20A and/or 20B and in their appliances 10A-10D. A
master list of all registered users is maintained by the server
134.

The access control sub-process involves controlling access
permissions. The user defines the authorized buddies whose
image deliveries he wishes to have automatically routed
through to his appliance. Non-authorized deliveries are not
permitted to be delivered automatically.

The target selection sub-process involves supporting the
user selection of a media recipient.

The transmission sub-process implements the physical
process of transmitting content to the server 134, which con-
tent is then routed to the assigned target(s), which may be
recipients’ appliances.

The receipt sub-process implements the physical act of
downloading content intended for a user’s appliance.

The user registration sub-process may begin, in one
embodiment, with the installation of software 33 (FIG. 2) in
an appliance 10A-10D (FIG. 5). The software 33 couples the
user’s appliance to a server in network 100. The first time a
user’s appliance connects with the server, a registration func-
tion may be performed, for example, by server 134 or by
another server (not shown) in network 100. The registration
function records information regarding the user’s appliance
to allow others to locate the user’s appliance. The registration
function also creates the information objects required to sup-
port the image content for each appliance owned by that user.
The function also reserves resources such as short-term
image storage space for the user’s appliance and enables
users to authorize sharing permissions.

Additionally, in some embodiments, each time another
appliance is installed, the associated host 20A-20B (referring
once again to FIG. 5) may connect to the registration server to
update the host records and register the new appliance.

After the initial registration is complete, the installation
process may continue in some embodiments with the setup of
a sharing buddy list. The user may be asked to initialize the
sharing buddy list with acquaintances the user intends to
exchange media files with. This list of buddies is retained
locally in the user’s host, e.g. host 20A, and a copy of the
buddy list is also sent to the associated appliance 10A-10B. In
other embodiments, a copy of the buddy list could also be
forwarded to appliances 10C-10D associated with another
host 20B, and in doing so, ease the setup process for a group
of associated users, such as a friends and family sharing
circle.

For a user on appliance 10A, for example, his or her bud-
dies’ electronic mail addresses and, if available, their appli-
ances, e.g. appliances 10B-10D, may be incorporated in the
sharing buddy list. In one embodiment, once buddies are
selected by a user’s appliance (and by the user’s host’s noti-
fying server 134), an electronic mail message generated by
server 134 may invite buddies to register with the sharing
service. If they register, they too can take advantage of the
media file-sharing system. Buddies who choose not to regis-
ter with the media sharing system may receive media files as
attachments to automatically generated electronic mail mes-
sages. Buddies who do choose to register are provided the
software to interface with the sharing Web server 134, and to
perform periodic checks for new image files, and a folder is
set up for saving newly received images.

At each initialization of application software (e.g. software
60, FIG. 4) of a host 20A or 20B, or at specific intervals, the
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host may connect to the Web server 134 (FIG. 5) to see
whether any new media files are awaiting download. System
maintenance tasks may also be performed during periodic
host-server connections. Such maintenance tasks can include
retrieval of host or appliance software updates, and a scan to
see whether any of the unregistered buddies have registered
with the sharing service. If so, the buddy list may be updated
in a suitable manner to reflect this participation. Such infor-
mation is maintained by the system, transparently to the user
in some embodiments. This may be done so that the user does
not have to be concerned about whether someone has actually
registered or not.

Additionally, each user of an appliance 10A-10D may
specify who is allowed to send file content directly to that
user’s appliance 10A-10D. As there are numerous nefarious
Internet spammers, it may be desirable that access control be
expressly granted. The user may select buddies from a buddy
list to be granted trusted status, enabling those selected bud-
dies to send content in a trusted manner. The permission lists
may be synchronized with the server 134 in a host-server
connection session.

To share a file with a buddy, for example, from an appliance
10A-10D, the user may simply select the “share” button on
the remote control, while viewing the desired file. The appli-
ance may then display the user’s buddy list. Then the user
may select a buddy and may indicate a confirmation to
execute the sending. The share request is relayed to the host
20A or 20B with the selected file and recipient information,
and the host 20A or 20B delivers the content to the server 134.
At the server 134, the information is processed for distribu-
tion to the indicated recipient(s) according to any access rules
on the recipient’s account. If the recipient is not a registered
user, then the server 134 simply generates a message, e.g. an
email, attaches the file, and sends it to the recipient. Each
registered recipient’s permissions may accept or reject the
file. If the file is accepted, it is put into the server’s storage to
await retrieval.

When the recipient’s host software periodically connects
with the server 134 to check for new content and detects that
a file is waiting, the recipient’s host software begins an auto-
mated download session. The file is placed in a temporary
storage in host 20A or 20B and may be relayed to the recipi-
ent’s appliance 10A, 10B, 10C, or 10D on its next synchro-
nization or update cycle from the associated host 20A or 20B.
The host update of an appliance is discussed below regarding
FIG. 11.

File-sharing can also be initiated by the user from the host
desktop, as will now be explained with reference to FIGS.
6-7.

FIG. 6 is a depiction of a computer desktop 200 showing a
plurality of photo thumbnails 204 and a pointer or cursor 210
hovering over a desktop drop spot 220, in accordance with an
embodiment of the present invention. Computer desktop 200
is merely one example of a graphical user interface (GUI) that
could be used to implement embodiments of the present
invention. A “thumbnail image” is a miniature version of an
image that can be used for quick browsing through a plurality
of images.

Computer desktop 200 is a representation of how current
PC operating systems, such as Microsoft Windows™ Millen-
nium Edition™, Windows 2000™, Windows XP™, and the
like, may display photo images or photo thumbnails 204
contained within a selected file folder containing a plurality
of corresponding photo files. The aforementioned operating
systems are available from Microsoft Inc. of Redmond, Wash.
A list 202 of folders can appear at any suitable location on the
desktop. In this illustration, the user has opened the folder
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entitled “Best of Europe” and chosen to view the photo files
contained therein as photo thumbnails.

In known host GUI’s, each photo thumbnail is displayed
with an associated filename identifier (ID) in the form of an
alpha-numeric ID located beneath the corresponding photo
thumbnail 204. Some current digital cameras automatically
assign a sequential file ID to each image file as it is captured,
but finding the desired image using only the numerical file-
name in image sharing tasks has proven time-consuming for
host users. The addition of a photo thumbnail 204 has been
popular with users.

Images can be stored in a computer from many different
sources, including downloading from a digital camera or
memory element coupled to the computer, downloaded from
an email, or transferred to the computer via another image
transfer mechanism.

In the example illustrated in FIG. 6, the user has selected
one specific photo image 206 for transfer to a desired target,
which can be the user’s own or a buddy’s processor-based
device, such as an appliance, another host, a Web photo
server, or the like.

In one embodiment, the user simply selects photo image
thumbnail 206 and drags it to a unique location or specific
icon on the host desktop, referred to as a desktop “drop spot”
220. The drop spot 220 can be an icon located at any suitable
place on the desktop, such as in the system tray at the bottom
of'the screen or among other application icons on the desktop.
Alternatively, the drop spot 220 could be integrated with the
file explorer window located close to the list 202 of folders, or
the drop spot 220 could be located in the menu area at the top
of the screen. The particular location of the drop spot 220 is
not at all critical. In FIG. 6, as thumbnail 206 is dragged
across the desktop 200 to the drop spot 220, a ghost image or
border 214 may follow cursor 210. However, other alternative
GUIs are also possible, including those discussed elsewhere
herein.

More than one drop spot or shortcut icon can be used. For
example, separate drop spots can be used for each different
type of routing application to be invoked, such as one routing
application to route media files to a DPF appliance, and
another routing application to route media files to an MP3
player. In another embodiment, a separate drop spot could be
used for each individual target. In a preferred embodiment, a
consolidated drop spot could be used for multiple routing
applications. The routing application can determine the
appropriate sub-group of targets based on the selected file’s
extension type. For example, “.JPG” file-extension types
would normally be associated with DPF appliances and
image-sharing buddy lists, while “.PDF” file-extension types
would typically be associated with electronic book appli-
ances and sharing buddy lists.

When thumbnail 206 is selected, it may encircled by a
border 212 to indicate that it has been selected or is receiving
the user’s focus. Many other embodiments are possible. For
example, instead of the drag and drop operation to initiate
auto media file-routing, the user could right-click with the
mouse, select “Send To” from a pop-up menu, and then select
his desired target from a subsequent pop-up menu. Another
possibility is to make the selections and initiate the drop spot
application by voice commands. Many other embodiments
are possible for creating a desktop shortcut to enable a user to
quickly and relatively effortlessly command the transfer of a
desired media file to another processor-based device.

While the example of FIG. 6 illustrates how a photo file can
be automatically routed, embodiments of the present inven-
tion are not to be construed as limited to photo files, and any
other type of digital media file, such as those mentioned
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elsewhere herein, can be transferred. A visual representation
of'the digital media file, comparable to a photo image 206, is
used. For example, for an audio file the visual representation
could be a compact disc (CD) icon bearing the name of a
recording artist.

FIG. 7 is a depiction of a routing target menu 230 of the
computer desktop 200 illustrated in FIG. 6 after a photo
image 206 has been dragged and dropped onto a desktop drop
spot 220, in accordance with an embodiment of the present
invention. In response to the user’s drag and drop action, a
pop-up window with the target menu 230 can be displayed to
the user, allowing the user to choose a desired target destina-
tion for the digital media file corresponding to the particular
thumbnail 206.

As one example, the routing target menu 230 comprises a
digital picture frame list 232 and a buddy list 236. The digital
picture frame list 232 is a list of digital picture frames that are
coupled, either wired or wirelessly, to the user’s host. The
buddy list 236 is a list of recipient targets, and each recipient
target can be associated with an Internet account and/or a
registered appliance. The target list is maintained by the user
on the user’s host and/or appliance(s).

In FIG. 7, the user has moved the cursor 210 down to the
designation 234 representing a digital picture frame in “Ann’s
Room”, causing the host’s GUI to display the designation 234
enclosed within a border, thus indicating to the user that this
designation 234 has been focused on. By selecting designa-
tion 234, the digital image associated with selected thumbnail
206 will be sent to the desired target, which in this example is
a digital picture frame in Ann’s Room.

The foregoing example is merely one example of a suitable
GUI by which a destination for a selected digital media file
can be chosen by a user. Many alternative user interfaces can
be implemented, given the teachings of this “Detailed
Description”. In some embodiments, the user may select a
plurality of names on the routing target menu 230, and all of
those individuals or entities will receive the selected digital
media file.

In another possible embodiment, a user could first right-
click on a photo image 206, thus opening routing target menu
230, and the user could select one or more entries on the
routing target menu 230. The user could then send the desired
digital image associated with selected thumbnail 206 by
clicking on a “Send” icon, by right-clicking, or by any other
suitable GUI action.

Entries for the routing list or routing menu 230 are added
when the sharing application software is initialized, and the
menu is augmented when new appliances are registered with
the host, or whenever communication with a new buddy is
established.

FIG. 8 is a flow diagram illustrating an exemplary method
300 to route a media file via a host desktop shortcut, in
accordance with an embodiment of the present invention. In
general, the method involves using a desktop shortcut to
launch a file-routing application, displaying a list of potential
destinations, and executing a destination choice, such as
sending a file to a processor-based device like an appliance or
electronically mailing or transmitting the file to a buddy’s
appliance.

In 302, a desktop shortcut is used to indicate that a particu-
lar file is to be sent. In this example, the particular file is
dragged to and/or hovered over a desktop shortcut or drop
spot, e.g. drop spot 220 in FIGS. 6-7.

In 304, a routing application is initiated or launched as a
result of the action in 302.
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In 306, the pathname of the digital image associated with
the selected thumbnail is noted for the particular thumbnail
file that was selected and dragged to and/or hovered over the
desktop icon or drop spot.

In 308, a list of possible target destination choices is dis-
played, and the user selects at least one of the possible targets.
In one embodiment, if a desired target does not appear on the
list, the user may manually enter a destination.

In 310, the user’s selection of a target is read. If the choice
is to send the file to an appliance, the method goes to 312; if
the choice is to send the file to a buddy, the method goes to
314.

In 312, anentry is created for the media file in an associated
downloader file folder. The file’s pathname parameters are
recorded, and related information such as a time stamp and
the sender’s name may also be included. Optionally, the
media content file can be reformatted, and the reformatted
copy can be saved and noted into the downloader’s entry log.
It is possible for the software to format outgoing files in a
device- and content-intelligent manner. The characteristics of
various target types can be incorporated into the formatting
software for this purpose.

Additionally, preferred formats for various targets can also
be accessed. For example, a user may wish to post a new baby
picture onto the family’s DPF appliance. Prior to saving a
megapixel resolution image, the software could down-sample
it to match the capability of the appliance’s display and con-
vert it from a .BMP to a .JPG format.

Many other formatting examples can be imagined. For
example, if a user wished to share the new baby picture with
afriend, and to target the friend’s image-enabled cell phone as
the appliance, a different final image resolution would be
appropriate, as would possibly a different file format.

In 314, a new email message is generated to the selected
buddy. The selected media file, optionally reformatted, is
attached to the email message, and the message is sent to the
selected buddy.

While the above embodiment describes sending a single
file to a single destination, in other embodiments it is possible
to send more than one file at a time to multiple destinations.

FIGS. 9A and 9B together constitute a flow diagram illus-
trating an exemplary method for a computer user to route a file
via a desktop shortcut, in accordance with an embodiment of
the present invention.

In 402 the user finds a desired media file, on a host com-
puter, that the user desires to send to a destination. The des-
tination can be any type of processor-based device, such as an
appliance, a buddy’s computer or Internet telephone, or the
like. As part of finding the desired media file, the user could
focus on the file, e.g. by hovering a cursor over the file.

In 404, the user selects the desired file by using a shortcut.
In one embodiment, the user drags an image, thumbnail, or
icon of the desired file across the desktop and pastes it onto a
desktop drop spot icon. In one embodiment, the user can
select multiple desired files, e.g. by “lassoing” them, and
dragging the collection of desired files to the desktop drop
spot.

In 406, now that the file has been selected, a list of possible
destinations is displayed, e.g. in a pop-up window or other
suitable GUI.

In 408, the user selects one or more destinations to receive
the one or more media files.

In 410, the host examines the format of the selected media
file(s) and compares the format to that of the selected desti-
nation(s). The host can store information concerning the com-
munication resources (e.g. bandwidth, etc.) and other char-
acteristics or resources (e.g. resolution, memory size,
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processor type, type of display and/or rendering circuitry,
etc.) of each destination. The host determines whether the
selected file(s) should be reformatted. If so, the method goes
to 414; otherwise, it goes to 416.

In 414, the host reformats and/or resizes the media file(s) to
match the communication, display, storage, and/or other
requirements of the selected destination(s). The method then
proceeds to 416.

In 416, the host determines whether the destination is local
or remote, because in one embodiment files to be sent locally
(e.g. to an appliance in local communication with the host)
may be handled differently from files to be sent to a buddy at
another host. If local, the method goes to 418; if remote, the
method goes to 420.

In 418, various information concerning the file(s) is stored
into an incoming content folder for the selected appliance.
Such information can include the filename(s), a pointer to
each formatted file, and sent-by information to identify the
file sender.

In 420, a message (e.g. an email) is created and sent to the
remote host. In one embodiment, the message is sent to a
service provider and/or to a remote server. The message can
contain relevant information concerning the file(s) and the
destination(s). This information can include the filename(s),
destination ID(s), the file(s) and sent-by information. The
service provider and/or remote server subsequently dis-
patches the file(s) to the desired destination(s).

FIG. 10 is a flow diagram illustrating an exemplary method
500 to route one or more media files from an appliance to a
destination processor-based device in a network via an inter-
mediary processor-based device, in accordance with an
embodiment of the present invention. Method 500 can be
used, forexample, when a user of an appliance desires to send
one or more media files to another user of an appliance, or to
another user operating a host, or to any computer coupled to
the same network.

In 502, an appliance user finds one or more media files that
the user desires to send to or share with another user in a
network. The user can select the desired one or more media
files in any suitable manner, including using a desktop drop
spot, as described elsewhere herein.

In 504, with the file having now been selected by the
appliance user, a list of possible destinations, such as a buddy
list, is presented to the appliance user.

In 506, the appliance user selects one or more buddies to
send the file(s) to.

In 508, the appliance sends the file(s) and the buddy des-
tination(s) to a host computer with which the appliance is in
communication. In one example, the appliance could be digi-
tal picture frame 10 (FIG. 1), and the local host to which
digital picture frame 10 is coupled could be host 20 (FIG. 1).
In this example, the local host serves as an intermediary
processor-based device.

Still referring to FIG. 10, in 510, the local host transmits the
file(s) with a message to a network server. The network server
could be any server in the network, e.g. server 134 (FIG. 5).

Still referring to FIG. 10, in 512, the server receives the
message from the local host.

In 514, the server parses the message to determine various
information concerning its origin, its destination, its associ-
ated file(s), etc. The server may perform security checks on
the message.

In 516, the server checks whether the sender of the file(s) is
avalid sender for the destination device, e.g. a buddy’s appli-
ance. Ifthe sender is valid, the method goes to 520; otherwise,
it goes to 518, where the message content is discarded.
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In 520, the server approves transmitting the file(s) for stor-
age on a host associated with the destination appliance. The
destination host and associated appliance(s) can be similar or
identical to those shown in FIGS. 1 and 12 (discussed below)

In 522, before the file(s) are downloaded to the destination
host, an optional operation can check that certain conditions
exist. For example, one condition could be that the recipient
host has proper software loaded for handling the download.
Another condition could be whether a download timer has
tripped.

In 524, the method checks whether there is new content in
the file(s) that the server has approved for downloading to the
destination host. If so, the method goes to 526; otherwise, the
method returns to 522.

In 526, the content of the transmitted file(s) is downloaded
to the local storage resource of the destination host.

In 528, the content of the transmitted file(s) is organized
within the local storage of the destination host, e.g. a database
of digital media files.

In 530, a synchronize event occurs during which the des-
tination host downloads the new content of the transmitted
file(s) to the destination appliance. This event typically occurs
asynchronously at periodic download times or when the user
of the destination appliance requests it.

FIG. 11 is a flow diagram illustrating an exemplary method
600 for a host to update or synchronize with an appliance, in
accordance with an embodiment of the present invention. As
a result of synchronization, the host updates the appliance
with any menu or content item changes residing on the host.
Such updates can occur automatically or upon command
from the host or appliance.

At 601, adetermination is made whether a scheduled trans-
mit time has occurred. If so, the method goes to 602; other-
wise, it loops back to the beginning of 601.

At 602, a determination is made whether the appliance is
turned on and within range. If so, the method goes to 603;
otherwise, it loops back to the start of 601.

At 603, the host sends any updates to menu items, content
items, or support items. Support items can include a new
software or driver release to provide one or more functions or
characteristics that the appliance did not previously have, or
an updated version thereof.

A new function could be accompanied by a new menu item
for display on the appliance, e.g. a printing icon denoting a
printing action that the user can command to occur on a
selected file at the host. The host can deliver a new menu
template to support a new function or capability, thereby
altering or expanding the feature set for the user automati-
cally. This capability overcomes many of the existing limita-
tions of product shipping readiness and competitiveness for
manufacturers. The method exits at 805.

FIG. 12 is a block diagram of a network comprising a host
computer 702 and one or more processor-based devices or
appliances 710, 712, and 714, in accordance with one
embodiment of the present invention. As illustrated in FIG.
12, a host 702 can communicate menu items and content
items with one or more processor-based devices, such as
appliances 710, 712, and 714.

Host 702 generally comprises greater resources, and/or
larger and more full-featured resources, than an individual
processor-based appliance 710, 712, or 714. For example,
host 702 can include storage for a large-content file repository
that contains many digital media files of any type. Host 702
can also include a file structure or system that is organized by
a host user. As one example, many personal computer users
use the large storage capacity of their personal computers to
store digital media files, after downloading such files from the
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Internet, from digital cameras, or from other media players, or
after receiving them via email. Computer users typically
establish a preferred, customized file hierarchy on their per-
sonal computers. Embodiments of the present invention offer
significant flexibility in accommodating computer users’ pre-
existing file hierarchies, thus providing an advantage over
other products that are incapable of doing so.

Host 702 can further comprise a large cache memory. Host
702 can also include fairly significant processing power to
search for and reformat digital content items, whether in its
local memory or on a network such as the Internet. Host 702
can also include a full-featured general user interface (GUI),
as well as a number of timers, schedulers, and other applica-
tion resources. Host 702 may also include a wireless commu-
nications module, including for example a radio-frequency
(RF) or infra-red (IR) transceiver module.

In the example shown in FIG. 12, host 702 can communi-
cate wirelessly with processor-based device 710 and proces-
sor-based device 714 via wireless links 704 and 706, respec-
tively. Host 702 can communicate via a cable or wire 708 with
processor-based device 712.

A processor-based device generally comprises fewer
resources, and/or smaller and less full-featured resources,
than a host. For example, processor-based device 714 can
include storage for a small-content file repository that may
contain a limited number of digital media files. The file sys-
tem organization of processor-based device 714 can adapt to
that of the host, including the file names or labels of the host.
Processor-based device 714 could have a small cache
memory and only sufficient processing power to render spe-
cific content types. For example, a DPF could have a proces-
sor that renders only digital photo files. Processor-based
device 714 could have a limited-feature GUI, as well as a
number of timers, schedulers, and other rather limited appli-
cation resources. Processor-based device 714 may also
include a wireless or wireline communications module or
element, including for example a radio-frequency (RF) or
infra-red (IR) transceiver module or element.

In a network or system comprising a host computer and at
least one processor-based appliance, resources can be opti-
mally divided in a suitable division of labor and/or partition-
ing of responsibility. For example, in an embodiment where
the host serves as a repository for a large number of digital
media files, the storage capacity of the processor-based appli-
ances can be reduced to a reasonable capacity that can store a
reasonable number of files, thus minimizing the cost and
complexity of the processor-based appliances.

The operations described above with respect to the meth-
ods illustrated in FIGS. 8-11 can be performed in a different
order from those described herein. Also, it will be understood
that while an “exit” block is shown in certain of the method
figures, these methods can be performed continuously in a
run-time environment.

Embodiments of the present invention enable the users of
processor-based devices to exchange digital media files eas-
ily. Thus, users’ enjoyment and utilization of processor-based
devices can be significantly enhanced, making such proces-
sor-based devices more commercially desirable.

In some embodiments, media files can be transferred from
one processor-based device to another using a simple desktop
shortcut. In one embodiment, for example, one or more
desired media files can be dragged to a desktop drop spot and
routed to one or more desired recipients anywhere, provided
that the recipients’ processor-based devices are communica-
tively coupled to the sender’s processor-based device.

In some embodiments, one or more media files can be
transferred from one appliance, such as a DPF, to another
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appliance anywhere, provided that the appliances are com-
municatively coupled via a network. In certain embodiments,
the network can be the Internet.

By using the software-implemented methods of embodi-
ments of the present invention, many types of processor-
based devices such as, but not limited to, digital appliance and
DPFs become more commercially attractive.

As shown herein, the present invention can be imple-
mented in a number of different embodiments, including
various methods, an appliance, and an article comprising a
machine-accessible medium having associated instructions.
Other embodiments will be readily apparent to those of ordi-
nary skill in the art. The elements, algorithms, and sequence
of'operations can all be varied to suit particular requirements.

Inview of'the disclosure herein, it will be apparent to those
skilled in the art how to write suitable software routines that
implement the functions, features, and GUI discussed above.

The illustrated architecture of the processor-based devices
and the hosts described herein are only examples of possible
architectures. Embodiments of the present invention are in no
way limited to any particular architecture for the processor-
based devices or the hosts.

FIGS. 1 through 7 are merely representational and are not
drawn to scale. Certain proportions thereof may be exagger-
ated, while others may be minimized. FIGS. 1-12 illustrate
various embodiments of the invention that can be understood
and appropriately carried out by those of ordinary skill in the
art.

Although specific embodiments have been illustrated and
described herein, it will be appreciated by those of ordinary
skill in the art that any arrangement or process that is calcu-
lated to achieve the same purpose may be substituted for the
specific embodiments shown. This application covers any
adaptations or variations of embodiments of the present
invention. Therefore, it is manifestly intended that embodi-
ments of this invention be limited only by the claims and the
equivalents thereof.

It is emphasized that the Abstract is provided to comply
with 37 C.F.R. §1.72(b) requiring an Abstract that will allow
the reader to quickly ascertain the nature and gist of the
technical disclosure. It is submitted with the understanding
that it will not be used to interpret or limit the scope or
meaning of the claims.

In the foregoing Detailed Description, various features are
grouped together in a single embodiment for the purpose of
streamlining the disclosure. This method of disclosure is not
to be interpreted as reflecting an intention that the claimed
embodiments of the invention require more features than are
expressly recited in each claim. Rather, as the following
claims reflect, inventive subject matter lies in less than all
features of a single disclosed embodiment. Thus the follow-
ing claims are hereby incorporated into the Detailed Descrip-
tion with each claim standing on its own as a separate pre-
ferred embodiment.

What is claimed is:

1. An article comprising a machine-accessible non-transi-
tory medium having associated instructions, wherein the
instructions, when accessed, result in a machine performing:

displaying a digital media file as a thumbnail on a display

of a handheld, wireless appliance;

hovering the thumbnail over a drop spot of the display;

responsive to hovering, displaying a list of destination pro-

cessor-based devices without requiring a user selection
of a destination processor-based device;

hovering the thumbnail over another portion of the display;

hovering the thumbnail over the drop spot again;
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responsive to hovering, displaying the list of destination

processor-based devices;

receiving a user command to transfer the digital media file

to one of the destination processor-based devices on the
list; and

transferring the digital media file through an intermediary

processor-based device to the one of the destination
processor-based devices.

2. The article recited in claim 1 wherein, in transferring, the
digital media file is wirelessly transmitted to the intermediary
processor-based device.

3. Thearticle recited in claim 1 wherein, in transferring, the
intermediary processor-based device comprises a first host.

4. The article recited in claim 3 wherein, in transferring, the
digital media file is modified by the first host to satisfy per-
formance characteristics of the one of the destination proces-
sor-based devices.

5. The article recited in claim 3 wherein, in transferring, the
digital media file is transferred from the first host to a network
server before being transferred to the one of the destination
processor-based devices.
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6. The article recited in claim 5 wherein, in transferring, the
network server performs a security check, and wherein the
security check comprises a comparison with a list of autho-
rized buddies.

7. The article recited in claim 5 wherein, in transferring, the
digital media file is transferred from the network server to a
second host before being transferred to the one of the desti-
nation processor-based devices.

8. The article recited in claim 7 wherein, in transferring, at
least one of the first host, the network server, and the second
host stores information concerning characteristics of the one
destination processor-based device, and wherein at least one
of the first host, the network server, and the second host uses
the information to modify the digital media file.

9. The article recited in claim 1 wherein, in displaying, the
destination processor-based devices comprise one or more
from the group consisting of a digital picture frame, an Inter-
net appliance, a personal digital assistant, a cellular tele-
phone, a pager, a music reproduction device, and a hand-held
computer.
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